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AGREEMENT OF COMMITMENT ON INDIGENOUS AFFAIRS 

638. Hon JOHN FISCHER to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Indigenous 
Affairs:  

I understand that the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission and the Premier of Western Australia 
recently signed an agreement of commitment on indigenous affairs in this State.  I also understand that the 
majority of the elected regional councils have neither seen nor endorsed this agreement at regional level.  More 
importantly, the Aboriginal community was not consulted about this agreement. 

(1) What process was used to compile this agreement when the Aboriginal community was not consulted 
on the content of the agreement? 

(2) As ATSIC has no power under the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission Act to make 
decisions on native title, does this agreement contravene the Native Title Act?   

(3) Has the minister given written approval to extend the power of the commissioner to enter into 
agreements such as that referred to in my opening statement?   

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  The parliamentary secretary will be aware that the third part of the question seeks an 
opinion, but the other parts of the question may be answered.  

Hon G.T. GIFFARD replied: 
(1) The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission is the elected representative body with which the 

Government has negotiated the statement of commitment.  ATSIC elections are held every three years 
and all indigenous people in Western Australia have the opportunity to stand for election and to vote for 
their representatives of choice.  The successful candidates are elected to one of nine regional councils, 
which in turn elect regional chairs.  The election of the members of ATSIC gives them a mandate to 
enter into negotiations with the State Government on matters such as the statement of commitment. 

The statement was compiled following extensive consultation and discussion with all nine regional 
chairs and the four ATSIC commissioners in Western Australia.  It was endorsed by them before being 
signed.  The minister understands that each of the regional chairs had consulted with their colleagues 
from the regional councils in the preparation of the various drafts of the statement.  The statement of 
commitment was signed by the state Chairman of ATSIC, Mr Ian Trust, and witnessed by the national 
Chairman of ATSIC, Mr Geoff Clark.  

The signing was an important turning point in indigenous affairs in this State and is deserving of the full 
support of all members of this Parliament. 

(2) No.  
 


